CONCLUSION

V\77E have given a plain and objective analysis of the legislative
W work of Marshal Petain and his Government.

Can we form a final judgment on this work without the perspec-
tive of time? It contains excellent things that will deserve to be
retained, particularly with regard to the protection of the family.
In other points it answers to ideas excellent in themselves and only
faulty in the application. Where political considerations did not
have to be brought into play it cannot be doubted that desirable
reforms have been effected or attempted.

And furthermore, it must be said that France felt an undeniable
need for a renewal. The institutions existing in June 1940 were
no longer adapted to actual conditions; and indeed they had
nothing truly democratic about them but their outward appearance,
the mere shell. It was absolutely essential therefore to begin
again from zero and build completely anew.

But it is in this work of renovation that Marshal Petain has
failed. And he has failed because his work as a whole is dominated
by considerations of foreign policy and home policy that are in
conflict with the opinions and wishes of practically the whole
united nation. The French do not accept collaboration with
Germany; neither do they accept the increasingly grave inroads
upon their liberties.

The failure is complete, both from the point of view of the
results of the policy of collaboration and from that of the results
of internal policy. We shall proceed to make a brief summary
of these results.
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